Museum identification:
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QUIPU AS86

No. 2821 (Museum flir Vélkerkunde, Basel, Switzerland)

Main cord: color unknown

*b 0.0 cm: 45 cords (1-45)

13.0 cm: end b

Cord Knots Length Color Value Subsidiaries
(no., type, position) (no., position)
1 25(9.0) 14.0b LB 2?
2 4s(9.0); 5L(17.5) 35.5¢ W 45
3 7L(17.5) 33.5b W 7
4 1E(17.0) 42.5b W 1
5 - 49.5¢ W 0
6 - 17.5b W ?
7 18(9.0) 41.0¢ 1 10
8 1E(17.5) 21.5b LB 1
9 6L(17.0) 36.5¢ LB 6
10 2s(7.5); 2L(17.5) 53.5¢ W 22
11 1s(7.5); 1E(17.0) 18.5b LB 11
12 7L(18.5) 51.0¢ LB 7
13 7s(8.0) 43.5¢ W 70
14 25(3.0); 7s8(8.0) 27.5b W 270
15 2s(3.0); 6s8(8.5) 42.5¢ W 260
16 - 46.0¢ LB 0
17 1E(15.5) 38.5¢ LB:RG 1
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Cord Knots Length Color Value Subsidiaries
(no., type, position) (no., position)
18 3s5(3.0); 4s(8.0) 47.5¢ LB 340
19 15(8.0) 45.5¢ LB 10
20 6L(17.5) 20.5 LB 6
21 28(6.0); 5s8(11.0) 18.5b LB 250
22 58(9.0) 13.5b LB 57?
23 - 24.5b LB 0
24 - 6.0b LB ?
25 7L(18.5) 41.5¢ W 7
26 - 43.5¢ LB 0
27 28(8.0); 2L(14.5) 44.,0¢ W 22
28 6L(15.0) 42.5¢ LB 6
29 1E(15.5) 47.0¢ LB 1
30 - 46.5¢ LB 0
31 2L(15.5) 41.0¢ W 2
32 1s(9.0) 41.5¢ W 10
33 2s(3.5) 42.5¢ LB 200
34 - 39.0¢ LB 0
35 - 38.5¢ LB 0
36 5L(16.5) 37.5¢ LB 5
37 58(7.5) 30.5b LB 50
38 2s(3.5); 4s(7.5) 43.5¢ W 240
39 2s5(3.5); 4s8(7.5) 42,0¢ W 240
40 3s(3.5); 4s8(8.0) 25.0¢ LB 340
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Cord Knots Length Color Value Subsidiaries
(no., type, position) (no., position)

41 1s(7.0) 33.5¢ LB:RG 10

42 4L(17.5) 38.5¢ LB 4

43 1E(17.0) 26.5b LB 1

44 - 15.0b w ?

45 45(7.5); 6L(19.5) 42.0¢ | 46

Observations
*1., The main cord has been reconstructed and pendant cords appear to have been

2.

3.

restrung. The color of the main cord and the spacing of pendant cords along

it have, therefore, not been recorded.

The Museum gives the provenance as Huacho.

Assuming that the relative positions of the remaining cords are original, on the
basis of some similarity of color patterning, we hypothesize that the quipu had
at least 3 groups. The remaining pendants would be pendants 8-24 of group I,
pendants 1-24 of group II, and pendants 1-4 of group III. Groups I and II would
then have the same colors in 9 of the 17 matching positions (P10, Pl4, P16, P18,
P19, P21-P24) and groups II and III would have the same colors in 2 of the 4
matching positions (P1, P2). Also, for groups I and II, the relative magni-
tudes of the values of pendants 19-22 are similar. (For group I they are

7, 70, 270, 260 and for group II they are 5, 50, 240, 240.)



