BioES 278 Fall 1996
Evolutionary Biology: Track 2
Guidelines for Peer Review

The peer review process is one of the stgples of the scientific community. Work is constantly
evauated by peers, from aproject's infancy as ideas are being formulated through informa discussons
to the presentation of the find work in the submission process before publication. In this course, each
of your papers will go through peer review. The are saverd godsfor going through this review
process : to help the writer in darifying hisher ideas and improve their writing skills and to help the
reviewer develop critica thinking skills aswell as expose them to writing styles and ideas different
from their own. To effectively review a colleague's paper, here are some genera guiddinesto follow:

1. Firdt, read the entire paper without making any commentsto get afed for
the flow of ideasin the paper. Ask yoursdf these generd questions.

What isthe overal message of the paper?
Is the argument compelling and convincing?
Isthe argument logica ?

Are there sections that you would like to see devel oped more or that
are redundant or repetitive?

What do you like about the paper?

2. Read the paper again. Thistime read the paper more carefully with the intent of giving spedific
answers to the questions above. Minor corrections and suggestions can be made directly on the
essay. More substantive comments should be jotted down on a separate sheet of paper. If the
comments are relevant to specific parts of the paper, number them and put the corresponding numbers
directly on the paper. To give comments that are congtructive, be sureto :

Identify incondstenciesin logic or confusing aspects of the
organization of the paper

|dentify missing or superfluous informeation

Congder the ideas in the paper. Arethey anew synthesis or a recapitulation of background materia?
Are there probing questions that you could ask that would stimulate the writer to better synthesize the
meterid?

Consder the summary of the paper. Doesit tie the paper together or
leave the reader hanging?



Finaly, pay attention to the syntax and grammar. Note words,
phrases and sentences that seem poorly structured or ambiguous.

3. Throughout the review process there are important things to consder:

How would you like your review to be conducted? Give your
colleague the same respect that you would expect and appreciate.

Show respect by taking the process serioudy and doing a careful and
thoughtful review.

Show respect through comments that are direct but not hurtful.

Don't be shy. You may fed that as a colleague and not an "expert” in writing or evolutionary biology
that you won't have useful comments. Y ou will!

Point out good points of the essay. Looking for good aspects of the
paper can contribute to your writing skills as well!

4. The mechanics for peer review will be:

Bring two copies of your paper to class. On the front page of your paper identify specific areas that
you would like your reviewer to focus on.

Pairs of reviewers will be randomly sdected in class. Paperswill be
exchanged and reviews will ether be conducted in or outside class.

Write reviews on separate sheets of paper. The reviewswill be returned to the writer the next class
period (Writing Assgnment 1 will be the same class period). Find drafts, dong with firg drafts and
reviews will be turned in the following class period.



